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On the Move
Viaggiando
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1. Valeria, Firenze 2007, a study on charcoal at the Academy 1

Maria Jaakkola was born in Helsinki in 1970. She studied 
graphic art at the Academy of Fine Arts in Helsinki 1993 to 
1994 and graduated as a landscape architect from Helsinki 
University of Technology in 1997. Her artistic education 
includes sculpture studies at Florence Academy of Art in Italy 
during the years 2006 and 2007. In 2000 and 2001 she made 
postgraduate studies at the University of Virginia, USA. Cur-
rently she works at the City Planning Department of Helsinki 
as head of Environmental Offfice.

“My two careers are interwoven in the texture of my life. My most 
beautiful childhood memories smell of oil color. Landscape archi-
tecture as a multi-dimensional art form has provided me with a 
way of combining my interest in nature and the arts, let alone my 
livelihood, and has enabled my travels around the world in search 
for beauty and landscape experience. I have practised as a profes-
sional for a dozen years now but have been drawing as long as I 
can remember.  

Painting and sketching landscapes on travels, always outdoors, 
on one hand, and the human body on the other, have always 
been my main inspirations.  Both of them are nude and exposed, 
like the cliffs of the archipelago in their lifeless stability. “Mat-
kalla” tells stories with the help of these images. The journeys are 
reconstructed and revisited by these pictorial “travel diaries” that 
are my memory and my children. Only the most essential, the will 
to capture the moment, the colors of light and the skies, atmo-
sphere, character, line and movement, is needed.” 



Exhibits

2009	 Florence Biennale, Biennale Internazionale dell’Arte Contemporanea, Italy
2009	 Annual Exhibit of Suomen Taiteilijat, Finlands Konstnärer ry (The Artist of Finland), Helsinki
2008	 Second own exhibit Matkalla, Galerie Oljemark, Helsinki, Finland
2008	 Suomen Taiteilijat ry, 40th Anniversary Exhibit, Helsinki
2004	 Eläimellistä menoa, Loppi, Finland
2004	 The Art Happening of Viherpäivät, Tampere, Finland
2003	 KSV ARS, Art from the City Planning Department of Helsinki, Finland
1994 	 First own exhibit Toinen luonto/Other Nature, Tuusula, Finland
1990	 Nuorison Kuvat, nationwide young artists’ exhibit, Hyvinkää, Finland 
1989	 Nuorison Kuvat, nationwide young artists’ exhibit, Hyvinkää, Finland 
1988	 Nuorison Kuvat, nationwide young artists’ exhibit, Hyvinkää, Finland 
1988	 Nuorison taidetapahtuma, Hausjärvi, Finland
1988	 Kolmen polven näyttely (3 generations of artists), Hausjärvi, Finland
1983	 Kolmen polven näyttely, Tuusula, Finland
1979	 Kolmen polven näyttely, Strindbergin taidesalonki, Helsinki, Finland

Maria Rosina Jaakkola
www.mariarosina.fi
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FINLAND
EQUADOR
SPAIN
CROATIA etc.
SOUTH AFRICA
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pics 25...46
pics 47...50
pics 51...57
pics 58...61
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Landscape – the skies that create light and 
shadow. The night that hides the colors and cuts 

diamonds out of them. The haze that merges 
outlines into the background.
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2. Body studies, 2007
3. Excerpt of a view from  Uffizi terrace, 2007
4. Monterosso al Mare, 2007 2

Not thoroughly 
studied but floating 

like a thought – 
not an elaborated 
thought but a flow 
of consciousness, 

emotion, atmosphere. 
Flight of a fairy. 
Slender, strong, 

immediate.
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5. Sketch  on the face of Francesco, Florence, 2007 
6. Pigeon on a head of a statue. Giardino di Boboli, L’Isolotto. Florence, 2007
7. The inner yard of Santa Croce Church, Florence, 2007 
8. Sfumato over Tuscan hills. Belvedere, Florence, 2006
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Who would have 
believed that in the 
hussle of florentine 
streets there is a 
secret haven of 

creativity in the 
quiet atrium of the 
church, disturbed 

only by the turning 
of shadows and the 
footsteps of monks 

echoing in the walls.
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the Nascita di Venere by Botticelli. The Italian Fulvia placed 
in Finnish archipelago landscape, and the Finnish Maria with 
a Tuscan valley as a backdrop find themselves in a new setting. 
A misplaced nomad Venus can redefine herself anew, rediscover 

herself in a new environment. 

9. Terme di Caracalla, Rome, 2005
10-11. Florence, 2007
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12. Dome of St. Peter’s, Rome, 2005
13. Studies of Francesco’s neck, Florence, 2007
14. Steps on Gianicolo Hill, Rome, 2005
15. View from Villa Lante terrace, Rome, 2005 13



I have a bad habit. I travel heavy, 
packing sketchpads, watercolors and 

brushes on whichever journey - a short 
walk to the seashore, an excursion to 

study parks or a vacation.
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16. Giardino Giusti, Verona, 1992
17. Study on the backside of a man, 2007
18. On the beach in Pineto, 2007

There is always enough time - fifteen minutes, 
half an hour, and a place to sit, a handrail 

to lean on. A water bottle tucked in the beach 
sand or a small puddle left aside in the cliff’s 

hollow to serve as a water cup.

16

17



18



IT
A

LI
A

19-20. Croquis, 2001, charcoal
21. Monastery on top of a hill, Elba, 2007
22-23. Spiaggia, near Capalbio, the Maremma in Southern Tuscany, May 2007
24. View from Penelope’s window in Piazza dei Ciompi, 2007
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25. Pikkukoski, Helsinki 1994, oil on cardboard
26. Still water - two stones, Kopparholm, Turku archipelago, 1990, oil on canvas
27. Virmasvesi lake, 2007, oil on canvas.

As if the meaning of life where life 
itself, so is this landscape mine, right 
here right now, as such, like  any.  An 

opening to see the world through.
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28-30. Views from Jurmo Island, Turku archipelago, 2008
on the way to the marina, the Northern shore, the windmill in the village.

This remote place, on the 
edge of the world as we can 

see it, is the ultimate  ending 
of the Salpausselkä ridge, an 
esker formed by the ancient 

ice margin. The twenty 
people living here are all 

named Matsson.
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31-32. Otaniemi peninsula, Espoo 1994
33-34. Åland, Kökar Island, 2006

The night fell on me without warning and 
colors melted into navy blue, jumping to the 

paper as they wished. 
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35-36. Seurasaari Island, Helsinki, 1994
37. Tarvaspää, home of the artist Gallén-Kallela, Espoo, 2003
38. Uutela Peninsula, Helsinki, 2006
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The beauty of the moment 
grabs you and everything just 
flows through you, with ease 
and enormous delight. You 

just give in to a higher power 
and surrender, living the 
moment, ceasing the time.
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39. On a sailing trip outside Helsinki, 2003
40. Pihlajasaari Island, 2003
41. Melkki, a military island outside Helsinki, 2005

Nothing is as warm  under 
your bare feet as the smooth 

precambrian iceworn bedrock. 
My existential foothold.
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42-46. Pöntsötunturi, Levi, 2006

Halfway, on the fell, I took skis 
off for a while. The sun was low 
as was the temperature, -10 c, 
but the snow glimmered until 
dazzlement. Having left my 

aquarell block home by mistake, 
I had had to buy drawing paper 
from the local convenient store.   
Water formed most beautiful ice 
crystals  on my sketching paper 
before the work was finished so 
I had to work even faster than 
usual.  So nature played a part 

in the making.

42

o



43

44

45

46



EQ
U

A
D

O
R

47. Galápagos Islands, Ecuador, San Cristobal Island, 2007, from the  departing ship

The purple sun was about to sink into the waves 
behind the barren lava fields and I was sinking 
into sweet oblivion on the white sand. Suddenly 
I felt a moist muzzle on my toes. A huge male 

sealion tried to make aquaintance.
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48-49. Galápagos Islands, Tortoises and sealions, 2007
50. Galápagos Islands,  Fregate birds following the 
ship, from the sun deck, 2007

Galápagos embraced me all over. Still, 
I was restless all until Tuesday, when 

we finally saw the tortoises.
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51-53. Montserrat mountains sketched from the cable car, 2004
54. Montserrat mountains from half way up, 2004

51 52 53
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55. Alhambra, Granada, seen from Generalife, 2007
56. Alcazar de los Reyes Cristianos, Cordoba, 2007
57. Generalife Gardens, Granada 2007
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Another day of sitting in 
various spots, hiding away in 
the green outdoor rooms of a 
renaissance garden, while my 
travel companion is having 

slow coffee breaks.
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58. Prague, Chech Republic, 1992 
59. City of  Hvar on Hvar island, Croatia, 2009
60. Monrepos, Vyborg, Russia, 1994
61. City of  Hvar on Hvar island, Croatia, 2009
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Along the narrow alley with steep 
stairs up the hill. Ripe figs falling 

from the tree, squashed in the feet of 
French tourists.

Neglected garden in the 
rain. I took shelter in the 

granite cave.
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62. The Heads, Knysna, 2008
63. Boulder’s beach, Simonstown, 2008 62

The sea in the deepest blue 
- even more so when paint-

ing with your sunglasses on... 
Miniature penguins on a 

deserted beach. The taste of the 
best wooded Chardonnay on 

earth.  Life is too short to drink 
bad wine.
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64. Shanty town in Calitzdorp, 2008
65-66. Mountains in Franschoek, 2008
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Being on the move is more 
important than getting there. 

There is no “there”. 

Only change, movement is essential 
and permanent.

Cheb, 1992




